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Read: Wisdom 9:13-18b; Psalm 90; Philemon 9-10, 12-17; Luke 14:25-33 

   That was one heck of a gospel wasn’t it? Everybody is hearing it going what? I 

can’t be a disciple unless I hate my mother, father, sister, brother, spouse, 

everybody - gotta hate em? I can not be a disciple of Jesus unless I give up all my 

possessions? And the answer is that’s what needs to happen cause what He’s 

getting at here is He’s saying the people that you love the most don’t belong to 

you. The things that you love the most are not yours anymore if you’re a disciple. 

When you make a decision to be that disciple of Jesus you are giving Him 

everyone and everything in your life, even your very life. And so it becomes this 

difference between people who just wanna be fans of Jesus, like those were the 

crowds that Jesus was saying this to in the gospel – it was to shock them. These 

people who would show up and follow Jesus because they might get something 

from Him. He’s been working miracles; He’s been providing food for people. So 

they’re there for what they’re gonna get out of it. They don’t think they gotta give 

anything. So there’s those people and then there’s the people who want to be 

disciples of Jesus. Meaning they’re willing to give up their old life, give up 

everything that they had and put it in the hands of Jesus and say I trust you 

enough to say that this belongs to you now, not me. That’s what this gospel is 

saying. There’s this book, it’s called Not a Fan and it’s not Catholic it’s Protestant, 

so I don’t agree with everything in it but the challenge that it gives is incredible. 

This author, Kyle Idleman, talks about how most people, most Christians, are fans 

of Jesus Christ and Jesus doesn’t call anyone to be His fan. This Kyle, he writes the 

dictionary defines a fan as an enthusiastic admirer. Fans want to be close enough 

to Jesus to get all the benefits but not so close so that it requires sacrifice. Fans 

may be fine with repeating a prayer, attending church on a Sunday, and slapping a 

Jesus fish on their bumpers. But is that really the extent of the relationship that 

Jesus wants? Jesus was never interested in having admirers. It’s not fans that He 

is looking for. And so this whole book gets into this focus of are you a fan or are 

you a disciple? Do you come to Jesus for what He can do for you, which kinda 

means He’s like your servant, or do we follow Him because we’re willing to leave 

everything He asks behind for love of Him? Because what Jesus wants from you 

and me is the commitment of our life. Jesus is telling us in this gospel I’m not 

interested in being one thing among many in your life, not fitting in, that’s not 



why I’m here so don’t be a fan. Either commit your whole life to Me or find 

something better to do with your time. And the thing we have to remember as we 

are hearing Jesus say that to us is that we were created for the very commitment 

Jesus is looking for from us. We were created to find happiness and joy in giving 

Jesus that commitment. Cause I think we’re always gonna be unsatisfied if we 

don’t make that commitment. We actually lack freedom precisely when we 

haven’t made that commitment to Jesus because so often in our lives we lack joy 

because we haven’t decided for something ultimately. Because we’ve divided up 

our lives and we’ve divided up our hearts into all these different yes’s. We give 

ourselves away to so many different things and we really don’t know what we 

want. And it’s interesting we say we have priorities, everyone’s got their priorities 

in life. But I don’t know if you knew this, the word priority was invented in like the 

1350’s. And up until the 1900’s the word was always singular, priority. But then in 

the 1900’s the word became pluralized. So for like 500 years plus when you had a 

priority, you had one of them because it means supreme – like first, preeminent. 

Like if you have ever been in a competition how many firsts are there? Someone 

says well what if there’s a tie? Ha ha ha, there’s the door, you can leave. No, 

there’s one first right or there should be – we know that! But we build all these 

priorities and goods and relationships in our lives, and we divide ourselves among 

them and it becomes exhausting, and it becomes miserable for many people. It’s 

like you ever go grocery shopping and your like I just need to go get one thing and 

so you grab the one thing but then you remember something else and something 

else and something else. And because you only went in for the one thing, you 

didn’t take a cart when you came in. And so what happens is now you’re walking 

around the grocery store with twelve-fourteen things like a moron juggling them 

and the adults are looking at you like oh child they have these things at the door 

called carts – go get one. And I go I know, I’m an idiot, this is my first time here, I 

don’t know what I’m doing. Because we’re trying to juggle all these things when it 

would be so much easier to do what? Put all of them down, go back and get the 

one thing, get the first thing. Right, you’ve all heard that saying put first things 

first which is kinda funny too it’s like a misnomer, it should be put first thing first. 

That when we find ourselves with all this stuff, we are juggling so much because 

we’ve said yes to all these things. We are fans of a bunch of stuff, but I don’t have 

one priority because I forgot to put first thing first. And so I’m just miserable and 

exhausted by doing that and I’m trapped. And that’s actually what Jesus is talking 



about in the gospel today. So you might have heard this gospel and been like man 

Jesus is having a bad day. He’s like unless you hate your own father, mother, 

sister, and brother, even your own life you’re not worthy of Me. And we’re like 

man this is angry Jesus, what does He want me to do? Go home tonight and call 

my mom and be like mom I hate you in the name of Jesus and hang up? No, He 

doesn’t want you to do that. What He is actually saying is I know how miserable 

you’ve become trying to juggle all these loves in your life, all these goods, all 

these relationships and you’re trying to hold all of them together by dividing your 

heart among them. But what will give you joy and freedom and clarity is if you 

come to me and give me your whole self first and stop dividing up your heart. 

Give it to Me and then I’m gonna help all of these other loves fit into your life. 

That once I go back and I get the cart, right, my goodness now all these other 

good things are so much easier to hold onto but only if I stop being a fan. Jesus 

doesn’t want fans, He wants disciples. He wants to be the Lord of your life. And so 

that’s the deal, Jesus is saying if you’re with Me, I have priority. I am not gonna be 

one among many for you. My word goes, My teaching you live by all of it – all of 

it! But if you’re willing to do that, if you’re willing to be my disciple, then I am 

gonna make room for all those other good loves that you have to fit in your life. 

And I will purify them for you and clarify them and intensify them because I am 

part of it now. So He’s saying stop being a fan of mine and make a decision to live 

as My disciple. But I know that can be a hard hurdle to cross, can’t it, for someone 

who hasn’t done that yet. Like when Jesus says in the gospel hate your own life 

that’s tough. Because we’ve all kinda built a life for ourselves haven’t we? Or 

we’re in the process of doing so or we imagine the life that we want one day. And 

so we get everything exactly where we want it to be and I’m pretty sure one of 

the things Jesus is saying in this gospel is hey I know you’ve built a life for yourself, 

everything is just where you want it to be – do I have permission to move stuff? 

Like to add people or remove things? Do I have permission to get into your space 

and change things how I want them? Because if I’m gonna be first that’s what it 

means, or do I need to run it by you first? Or another way to ask it is have I built 

my life around following Jesus, or do I fit following Jesus into how I’ve built my 

life? So, I’ve been at weddings and after the wedding the newly weds are going to 

move into a new house that they’ve bought together, start like a new life in that 

way. I’ve also had it where he will move into her house. And just some advice 

here I don’t recommend doing the latter. Like I wouldn’t go so far as to say it’s a 



recipe for disaster like that, but I would say it is a recipe for having issues because 

why? Why, because she’s already got everything exactly where she wants it to be, 

and now okay new husband come into my home and lets see where you fit. Right, 

instead of them both saying lets build something new together. Again, this is what 

Jesus wants to do with us. Am I just fitting Jesus into the life I’ve built already or 

am I building my life with Him? Like if Jesus is the priority and He gets to be first, if 

we say that yes to Him, that’s actually a really big yes. To think about that even 

when it comes to like a wedding when the bride and groom say that big yes to 

each other, it certainly doesn’t mean that their friends and family are gone, that 

they stop loving them, that doesn’t end. But they are saying that this new 

relationship, this marriage, is a unique and total love. That we will share parts of 

our lives and ourselves that are for no one else. And that’s why people cry at 

weddings, and everybody gets emotional because they see that for what it is and 

it’s a beautiful thing when two people do that with each other. Jesus in this gospel 

is saying that as unique a relationship is between a husband and a wife, I desire a 

just as unique and deep a place in your soul, a place that’s just for us where I’m 

first. And saying that big yes to Jesus in that way is very similar to a bride and 

groom. It means now I’m actually free to love because it gives clarity and direction 

to my life. It gives joy because I’ve given Jesus that big yes. And now all the other 

loves in my life are not done away with they fit better because I understand their 

place better. I see their place more clearly. So the last thing, you know in the 

church, one of the names we have for Jesus is the bridegroom. That’s what we 

call Him in the Bible, Jesus the bridegroom. What if you took this gospel and you 

read it again as though Jesus were speaking as a bridegroom to His bride the 

church or to you individually? Cause marriage has demands, we accept that. 

Discipleship makes demands too. Jesus is calling you to be His disciple. And when 

a man and woman say this big yes to each other on this wedding day they see the 

cost and what that means sure, but they also see this life that they’re being 

invited into, that it’s beautiful and that’s what they are saying yes to. When Jesus 

asks you to be His disciple, to stop being just a fan, He’s laying out the cost for you 

right here. Sometimes it big but He’s hoping that you love Him enough to see that 

Jesus you’re worth it and yes I give my life to you.  

Amen 


